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ty throughly in a thing of 


LUKE Xxiv. 27. 


Beginning at Moſes, and all the prophets, 


he expounded unto them in all the ſcri- 


ptures the things concerning himſelf. 


UR Chriſtianity having ſome time 

ſince met with a very ſharp Attack 
from a Piece upon the Scripture Pro- 
ka phecies, it mayn't be amiſs to enter- 
SS tain you a little upon that Head, that 
we may ſee upon the Reſult, where 


the Truth does in reality lye: To the more orderly 
doing of which, it may be meet to obſerve, that 


Two of the Diſciples, after the Crucifixion of 


him, whom they judg'd the Hope of Vrael, had 


been ſurpriz'd with the News, that he was riſen 
from the Grave after his Death. _ ; 
This News was brought *em firſt by certain Wo- 


men, who having repair'd to the Sepulchre miſs'd 


of finding his Body there, as they expected; and 


in the Place where it had lain, ſaw Augels, Meſſen- 


gers ſent from the heavenly Regions, who aſfur'd 
'em he was riſen : But to the end that they might 
not be charg'd as too credulous and eafy to ſurren- 


der their Belief, fome of their own Company, poſ- 


ſibly Peter and Fobn, went to inform themſelves ve- 
ſo ſtrange a Nature; and 
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ſwer'd it to their own Reaſon, to have taken up the 


when our bleſſed Maſter join'd himſelf to their 


thing that was told *em upon Truſt; that they had 


have a that have ever liv'd before us, ſwallow'd 


4 A Viſuation-Sermon, May 23. 1726. 
of whoſe Truth not only theinſelves greatly doubt- 
ed (as having no Expectation of their Maſter's ri- 
ſing again) but of which every one elſe wou'd be 
more doubtful than themſelves. 

Becauſe therefore they could neither have an- 


Belief of ſo important a Relation, upon an inſuf- 
ficient Evidence; becauſe alſo they cou'd not have 
had wherewith to have convinc'd the Gainſayers, 
that wou'd doubtleſs ariſe to call this Fact in Que- 
ſtion, they diſpatch'd ſome to examine nicely the 
Sepulchre, and report back what Obſervations they 
had made; and theſe having confirm'd the Relation 
brought by the V omen after a curious Search, the 
Diſciples going to Emmaus were under all the Sur- 
prize, which theſe Tidings would naturally raiſe, 


Company. N 
Here let me obſerve from theſe few Particulars, 

before I proceed, that theſe Diſciples were Men not 

eaſily to be zmpos'd upon, not ready to take any 


a Diffidence ſufficiently wary, as well as the Enemies, 
to an 2mplicit Faith in the preſent Times; that ou 
is uot the only Age, which has produc'd Men, that 
are inquiſitive to a commendable degree: Neither 


greedily every idle Tale that was told 'em, and 
tranſmitted 'em as Truths to the Generations that 

were to follow. 3 5 
Thus much is fairly to be inferr'd from theſe Diſ- 
Ciples not immediately believing the Womens Re- 
port, but ſending others after *em for Information, 
who ſhou'd enquire into the Truth of the Fact report- 
ed. Men, Men of Probity, Men, who having as little 
dreamt of a Reſurrection as themſelves, wou'd dili- 
gently ſeek after the moſt induv;table Proofs 5 it. 
| en, 


FFC 


had demonſtrated themſelves not ſuch Bzgots to 


their National Religion, or under the Fetters of 


ſo blind an Attachment to it, as to ſee with their 


Rulers Eyes, and to believe nothing but what 
they allow'd. 


An Atteſtation of our Saviour's being riſen, from 


| ſuch valuable Witneſſes, ought in all Reaſon to have 
adminiſter'd Life and Joy to theſe two Diſciples ; 


he being thereby put into a Poſſibility of effecting 
that Redemption tor T/racl, which they hoped for: 
But Jeſus finding a Sadneſs in their Looks, upon the 
Subject- Matter of their Talk, ask'd what they were 
upon, that they ſeem'd thus dejected. 

The Diſciples wonder'd at the Queſtion, making 


a Reply to this Effect, Is it poſſible for you, who ſee 


we have but juſt turn'd our Backs upon Fernſalem, and 
ſeem to be acquainted with the Place, to ask us, What 


we are talking of? If you can't gueſs, you are the 


only Man in all Feruſalem, that knows not what has 
been Juſt now tranſacted there; for every Man, either 


inhabiting the Place, or reſorting to it, cannot ea- 


ſily be a Stranger to 'em. 3 
Upon our Saviour's asking what they were, they 
anſwer'd concerning Feſus of Nazareth, a Prophet 
mighty in Word and Deed before God and all the 
People, whom the Chief Prieſts condemn'd to Death, 
and in purſuance of that Sentence crucify'd ; but we 


truſted that it had been He, who ſhou'd have re- 


deemed T/racl, that they ſhou'd have been no longer 
a People tributary to another Nation. 1 

Before I proceed, let me pauſe a little to obſerve; 
how much fairer and juſter Reaſoners theſe Diſciples 


were, than the Diſputers of this Age. 


8 *Theſe 


41 Newport-Pagnel, Bucks. 5 
Men, that having follow'd Jeſus as a Divine Pro- 
phet, in oppoſition to the High Prieſt and Elders, 
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6 AViſiation-Sermot, May 23. 1726. 
* Theſe Diſciples, when Jeſus no longer ſeem'd 
to em a Perſon from whom T/rael cou'd expect Re- 


demption, did not tor that Reaſon ceaſe to allow him 
to have been a Prophet, a Prophet mighty in Deed as 


well as Word. Mighty in both before God and all the 


People ; a Prophet to whom Heaven and Earth bore 
their Teſtimony as a Divine one, whether he were the 


Fews Meſſiah, or prov'd the Redemption of Iſrael, 
or no. 


They were not ſuch Novices in Reaſoning, or ſuch 
foul Prevaricators rather, as to argue he was 0 Pro- 


Phet at all, if he was not that Prophet the Fetus ex- 
pected: Neither were they ſo ſenſleſs as to aver, that 


it is an eſſential Characteriſtick of a Prophet, that he 


 ſhou'd have been propheſyd of before hand : And that 


if he was not foretold, it was impoſſible he ſhou'd have 
any Credentials to warrant our receiving him as the 
Meſſenger of Heaven. 


This is ſo viſibly a counterfeit Kind of Logick, that 


thoſe Diſciples wou'd have been afham'd to have al- 
tow'd it as current, as knowing his Character not 
tallying to the 7ews Meſſiah, diminiſh'd not at all the 


Purity of his Doctrine, the Holineſs of his Life, the 


vaſt Number of his Miracles, the wonderful Manner 
of his Birth, foretold by one Angel, ufher'd in by an 


Hoff, his ſeveral Predictions of the Perſon that ſhou'd 
betray, the Perſon that ſhou'd deny him, the Manner 
of Death he ſhou'd die, the ſundry Demonſtrations 
he gave of his knowing the Hearts and Thoughts of 


thoſe he convers'd with, of the divers Teſtimonies 


in his Favour by diſtinct Voices from the Clouds, pro- 


elaiming him the Son of the Higheſt, the Perſon whom 


Mankind was to hear as their Teacher. 
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* An Anſwer to th? General Propoſition, contain'd Part I. 
Chap. 1 2, 354 5,6. That Chriſtianity is founded on Judaiſm, 
and that ak rand is falſe, i the Proof from Prophecy is invalid, 
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at Newport-Pagnel, Bucks, 7 
Controll'd with all this powerful Evidence, they 
pronounc'd him deſerving the Character they gave 
him of a Prophet mighty in Mord and Deed before 
God, and all the People. | 
And THrrs, before they knew, that they had 
ſeen him after his riſing again, before they had ſeen 
him aſcending into the Heavens in the Company of 
Angels, before he had ſent upon em the Holy Spirit, 
furniſhing em with the Gift of Tongues, before they 
knew of his appearing from Heaven viſibly to St. Ste- 
phen at bis ſtoning, and was clearly heard from the 
Clouds by St. Paul at his Converſion, before they had 
wrought Miracles themſelves, by the very Uſe of his 
Name, and the Communication of his Power. 
Even before theſe after Evidences, they had enough 
to ſupport their Belief in Feſus, as a Divine Prophet, 
and therefore with the Addition of em had ſuper- 
abundaut Motives to induce their Aﬀent to him in 
that Character. _ | „ opens © 
So that however it fares with the Old Teſtament 
Prophecies, whether they can be made out as fairl 
correſponding to him or no; our Chriſtianity will 
ſtill be found ſtanding on ſuch a Rock, as will frmly 
ſupport it. We know, whom we have believed, nei- 
| ther is it at all Adventures, that we have taken Feſus 
| of Nazareth for a Teacher ſent from God, or that we 
follow him as the great Captain of our Salvation, 
having numberleſs very cogent Reaſons obliging us 
ſo to do; having Proofs of ſundry Kinds, level at 
once to the Capacity of the Illiterate, and that have 
borne, and will bear the Scrutiny of the Learned. _ 
Separately therefore from any Recourſe had to the 
prophetick Writings, we are able to prove both to 
the Greek and to the Few, to the Circumciſion and 
Uncircumciſion, to the Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and 
. | Free, that the Chriſt, whoſe Name we bear, and with 
7: BU whoſe Croſs we were ſeal'd in Baptiſm, was truly 
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the Holy One of Cod, a Prophet mighty in Mord and 


Deed before God, and all the People. 


two Diſciples to whom he join'd himſelf, as foolr/h, 
as low of Apprehenſion, who had not enough in- 
form'd themſelves in the ſacred Writings ; if from 


the Crucifixion of Jeſus, they deſpair'd of his proving 


the Redemption of Jrael; for thoſe Writings wou'd 
have told *em, that thoſe 'Things were no other, than 


what the Chriſt of God, was deſtin'd to ſuffer before 
he enter'd into his Gr % 


Then did he who had the Key of David, opening 


what none cou d ſhut, aud ſhutting what none cord 


open, which alone cou'd perfectly unfold all thoſe ve- 


nerable Truths, which were ſhut up in Obſcurity in 
the Prophetick Writings, unlock every Thing in em 


relating to himſelf, and diſplay'd 'em fully to the 
View of the Diſciples accompanying him. 
For beginning at Moſes and all the prophets, he ex- 


Not that he himſelf, or that we give up the Pro- 1 
phecies, as from whence no Proofs of his being the 
Sent of Cod were to be derived; for he chid thoſe 
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ponnded unto them in all the ſcriptures the things con- 


cerning himſelf. 

The Text ſuppoſes the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment to contain ſeveral Paſſages relating to our bleſſed 
Maſter ; for *tis faid, the Things he expounded in 


dem were Things concerning himſelf. The Text ſup- 
poſes alſo there to have been ſome Obſcurity in thoſe 
Paſſages, whoſe Application to him was not obvious 
to every tranſient curſory Reading; for had they 
been ſo, there wou'd have been no need of exporna- 


ing *em to his Fellow-Travellers: It ſuppoſes far- 
ther, that the Paſſages did not ſo obſcurely relate to 


him; bur a little Expoſition upon *em might demon- 


ſtrate em ſo to do, to any of a tolerable Capacity, or 


he had ſurely ſpared himſelf the Trouble of expound- 
ing, if they were not capable of being made out by 
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ny 15 tion: And doubtleſs, what was then ſatiſ- 
factory to thoſe Diſciples, wou'd have been equally 
basal to us, had we 1 bleſs'd with that Dif- 
courſe; but the Providence of God thought not 
good, that we ſhould have it, as having provided a 
ſufficient Foundation, whereon to build our Faith 
without it. 

J ſhall take Occaſion from theſe Words, to ſhew, 


Firh, 'That what has been of late objected to the 
Old Teſtament Prophecies, as bearing an obſcure and 
uncertain Teſtimony to our Saviour, is mn{atisfattory. 

Secondly, The ſtrong Aſſurance we have, that the 
Paſſages in Moſes, the Prophets, and the whole Body 
of the Scriptures, which are apply'd to him; do in 
Truth belong to im, and none other. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhow, that we can't be ſuppos'd to 
be prejudic'd in favour of any particular Doctrine of 
the Goſpel for Intereſts ſake ; it being no Intereſt 
of ours to entertain an Error for Truth, or ſtand up 

for Chriſtianity, if it was founded in Tmpoſture. 
And Laſtly, How it becomes us to comport our- 
ſelves towards the Men, who at any time publiſh 
their Diſtruſt of the Foundation of our moſt holy 
Faith. 
Theſe are each of em Points, which the State of 
Religion in its preſent Poſture requires to be par- 
ticularly ſpoken to, and therefore an Entertainment- 


8 not unſeaſonable upon this Occaſion, if we are able 

Y to ſpeak pertinently to each. 

— 1 But, Firſ, To ſhow, That what has been of late 

0 objected to the Old Teſtament Prophecies, as bearing 

1- an obſcure and uncertain Teſtimony to our Saviour is 

Jr unſatisfattory. 9 
i- As to the main strength of what is ad vanc'd, | 
1 


that is to * that Prophecy 1 is the beſt and almoſt oni 
B Baſis. 
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10 AViſnation-Sermon, May 23. 1726. 
Baſis, on which the whole Fabrick of the Chriſtian 
Religion ſtands, that has already been prov'd falſe; 
it having been made appear already, that Jeſus is 
notwithſtanding jay evinc'd to have been a Divine 
Prophet, even tho* the Prophetick Writings ſhou'd 
have been all of *em defective in the Teſtimony they 
bear to him as the eus Meſſiah ; but over and above 
this Error early apparent in the Argument, we are 
able I truſt to ſhow farther, that the Objections to 
thoſe Writings as contributing an Evidence very 60. 
ſcure and uncertain, are very umſatisfactory for divers 
Realons. L 
* Becauſe, 1/, Tho' the Prophecies apply*d ſhou'd 
be own'd to prove ob/curely and with uncertainty now, 
that is no Reaſon why they did ſo in the Age they 
were appeaPd to, to ſatisfy the 7ews. | 
There might have been at the Time our Saviour 
enter d upon his Prophetick Office, divers Helps 
which might ſerve 'em for a certain Clze, to lead em 
into the Views of the Prophetick Writers, which are 
wanting now, and for want of which, that which was 
| then a ſure Word of Prophecy, and as a Light ſhining 
in a dark Place, is now a fainter Evidence, a leſs il- 
juſtrious Demonſtration than formerly. 
When Herod conven'd the eiſh Doctors to know 
the Place of their Mefiab's Birth, they all unanimouſly 
ave in Bethlebem as the Place; tho! it be very doubt- 
ful, whether the Jews, if now conven'd upon any 
Queſtion relating to the Meſſiah, cou'd ſpeak with 


—— 
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* Surenhuſius not having hit uon Rules io make out the New 
Thfemert Applications of the Prophecies which ave ſatisfactory. no 
Argument to diminiſh the Credit of thoſe Applications ; from p. 53» 
to 78. the Author owning, p.77. That tis poſſible, Surenbuſius 
may not always hit of thoſe peculiar Rules, which the Apoſtles 
in every Citation had in view, ſhews the Apoſtles Rules to haue 
been conjeſjdly unknown, 5 ee eee | 
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at Newport-Pagnel, Bucks. 11 
the ſame Harmony of Opinion; becauſe what was 


then clear, may, tor want of ſome Keys which ſince 


are loſt, have become obſcure, and which, if ſtill 
amonglſt em wou'd enable 'em to ſee more diſtinctl 
into every Mark, by which the Meſſiah was to be 
diſtinguiſh'd. 


To ſay, that we are vow as equal for the Search, 


and finding out the Scope of the Prophecies, and 


judge of their being 7u/ily or unjuſtly apply'd, as the 
Perſons living at the Time of our Saviour's r be- 


coming a Preacher, wou'd be in a manner to aver, 
that any of our Greek Profeſſors in either of the Uni- 


vperſities wou'd be as ſufficient to undertake the wri- 


ting a Commentary upon Ariſtotle, or dilplay the 


Meaning and Beauties of the ancient Creek Poets, as 


Plutarch wou'd have been: Who, tho' he liv'd ſome 
hundred Years after em, yet had numberleſs Advan- 
tages capacitating him for ſuch a Work beyond what 
any Man can have now, as the having been born in 


Greece, well deſcended, of Philoſophical Parents, that 


afforded him the Helps of ſtudying at Athens iſelf, 
and under the greateſt Philoſopher of that Age, and 
of travelling ay where to 3 up Light and Infor- 
mation, and all this before the Greek Language was 
totally degenerated and become a dead one. 

Divers Paſſages in the ancient Authors, which are 
but / underſtocd by us, were doubtleſs caſy to him; 
and to ſay he wou'd not have been a much more 
competent Maſter for ſuch a Task, than the moſt 


learned in the Greek Language, that's now alive, 
wou'd be an Uutruth too palpably ſuch for any Man 


to maintain; and ſo wou'd it be to ſay, that our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles were able in heir Days, to ex- 
pound the Prophecies no better than we ; that they 
were able with no more Clearneſs to demonſtrate, how 


the Prophecies belong'd to him only, than the Rea- 
ders of the Prophetick Writings now; that the Teſti- 
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12 AViſitalion- Sermon, May 23. 1726. 
monies from Prophecy appear'd full as faint to the 
Ewvangeli(ts, as they do to us, and that they under- 
ſtood em as impertectly, and had no more Lights 
to let *em into their Meaning, than we. 

If then, we allow our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
on the Account of their having liv'd Seventeen hun- 
dared Tears nearer the Age of Prophecy than we do; 
for the ſake allo of their having had better Opportu- 
nities of underſtanding the Language in which they 
were wrote, the manner of expounding em, and ma- 
nifold other Advantages, which we have not, to have 

been more equal for the Task of giving the Meaning 
of em, than any one now; then do we act more 

conſonantly to the Dictates of Reaſon, in abiding 
by their Interpretation of *em, in oppoſition to any 
Senſe given us by modern Cav//lers or Commentators 
that are found to contradict that Interpretation: It 
being a Maxim of Reaſon to prefer the Comment of 
Interpreters, who had greater and better Helps, to 
that of others who had Jeſs and fewer. 

But moreover, what is very conſiderable is, that 
the Teſtimony entitling our Saviour to the Old Te- 
ſtament Prophecies relating to the Meſſiah, is a poſi- 
tive Teſtimony, challenging 'em to be his Due; 
whereas the Evidence pretending to deprive him of 
that Claim is a Teſtimony purely negative, amount- 
ing to no more than this, 'That the Party making it 
ſees not how it is. The Evangeliſts peremptorily aſ- 
ſert of their Knowledge, that. ſuch and ſuch Pro- 
phecies belong to Jeſus ; the modern Cavillers aſ- 

ſert, they fee not how. » 

No if the Prophecies given by the Evangeliſts 
to Jelus do not therefore belong to him, becaule 
this Man or that ſees not how ; by the ſame way of 
Reaſoning we might prove, that there was not a 
_ fingle Propoſition in the Mathematicks capable of 
having its Truth demonſtrated, becauſe there owe 


- 4 3 4 * * _ 
ERA 2 1 XV (444-25 
AE. * TT S> * 
* 4 * r a Y FINN # 354 
4 | N 1 * g 8 
7 Wk 9 2 * * * \ ? * 
r n - N 
N > W r 7 'd 
: ins * * Wy * 


4 Newport. Pagnel, Bucks. 13 


ſtill be ſome who did not enter into the Demonſtra- 
tion, and cou'd not trace every Link of the Proof 
on which it was ſuſpended. FAY 

If we do not in ſome certain Caſes clearly under- 
ſtand how the Application ſuits the Prophecy, this 
ſhows indeed that we know not how to make it 
out, that the Sacred Writer has apply'd that Pro- 
phecy right; but it is no kind of Proof that he has 
apply*d it wrong; it being one thing to ſay, I ſee 
not how this is true; and another to ſay, I ſee that 
it is falſe. CET OW 
And herein is eminently ſeen the Weakneſs of 
what is objected, Becauſe of the Prophecies except- 
ed to as obſcure, they are not able to ſay they were ſo 
at the Time of their being apply'd; nor are they 
| able now to pronounce any more in their Prejudice, 
than that they diſcern not their Truth; which does 
not at all invalidate their Teſtimony, unleſs they 
cou'd as well demonſtrate their Falſhood. 

* But beſides the Exception to the Prophecies 
as not perfectly clear, is ſomewhat derogatory to 
the Nature of the Proof to be expected from *em. 


3 * 
* 


55 To prove the Truth of ſome things, we inſiſt in- 
. FF deed upon ftrid? Demonſtration, whoſe Truth is ſo 
f | clearly ſeen, that we know it caunot be falſe: In the 
, | Caſe of others the thing will allow of barely a moral 
t Certainty, where there is a bare Poſſibility of its be- 
: ing falſe, though the higheſt Improbability that it 
. | ſhou'd be ſo: But in the Caſe of Prophecy, which 
- FF ruſt needs be in its Nature ſomewhat obſcure, or 


the Completion wou'd be capable of being cafily ren- 


5 | derid abortive by the Deſign and Induſtry of Men 
[- | to prevent it; in the Caſe of Prophecy, I ſay, which 
0) | * There beinz ſome Obſcurity in Proof Typical, &c. no fair Ol- 
"WE jechion, in Anſwer to Ch, 8. Part 1, OS 3 


muſt 
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muſt be naturally ſomewhat ohſcure, it wou'd be un- 
reaſonable to expect Proof, which is inconſiſtent with 
its Nature to carry. 

Fair Probabilities, reaſonable Conjectures, ſomewhat 
below ſtrict Demonſtration, or moral Certainty, ought 
to weigh with us; if the Perſon of a Meſſiah is plainly 
Pointed out, and the Lines thus pointing him do moſt 
of 'em center in one particular Perſon ; if they mu 
accord to ſome one, and yet do accord to none {0 well 
as this, it ought to be ſatisfactory, becauſe the Proof 
fully correſponds to the Capacity of the Subject it is 
Intended to be a Proof of. ; 
St. Thomas was a Man, who cou'd not be ſuſpected 
of over-great Credulity, nor St. Paul for want of 
Learning, and yet both of *em did undoubtedly reckon 
the Application of the Old Teſtament Prophecies 
to Jeſus as the Meſſiah was very t; arguing there- 
by their Diffidence and Learning to be temper'd with 
ſome Sobriety, and expoſing thole falſe Pretenſions 
to both, which are now abroad. Thoſe great Pillars 
of the Primitive Church knew how to make all juſt 
Allowances for the Nature of the Subject to be proved, 
and reſted fatisfied in the Proof, ſuch as it was, when 

it was fully ſuch, as the Nature of the Thing wou'd 
bear. For tho' St. Thomas requir'd the Conviction 
of his Senſes, in the Buſineſs of the Reſurrection, 
whether the Body riſing was the very ſame with that 
which was crucify'd, becauſe his Senſes were proper 
Judges to appeal unto for its Truth, yet he was not 
ſo abſurd, but he cou'd eaſily content himſelf with 
ſomewhat of Jeſs Demonſtration, when the Subject 
was incapable of a Demonſtration ſo great. 

Whereas the Learning and Diffidence now appearing 
amongſt us is grievouſly 2% conducted, expecting the 
Demonſtration to be always alike, when the Subjects 
are totally different, and the Condition of the Proof 
to be ſuch as is utterly inconſiſtent with the Quality 
of the Subject to bear. * Again, 
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* Again, it is weakly urg'd as an Exception to a 
Prophecy, that the Perſon uttering it had not Him- 
ſelf a clear and diſtinct View, who it was, it be- 
long'd to. 0 

All the time T/aac was pronouncing his Bleſſing 


over Jacob, and foretelling his Superiority to his 
Brother, all this Bleſſing and Prediction was by 


Tſaac directed to the Perſon of Eſau, whom he 
thought to have been then preſent; and yet no one 


would except to this as a Prophecy not belonging to. 


Jacob, becauſe Iſaac had him not in his Thought 
when he utter'd it. The Prophecy, as it was by 
Heaven order'd, ſo did it fly to a Mark other than 
that whereunto Iſaac had directed it, Cen. xxvii. 27. 

And who ſhall ſay the famous Prophecy of T/azah 


N concerning a Virgin's bringing forth a Son, belong'd 


not alſo to another, than whom he had in his Eyes 
when he deliver'd it in the hearing of Ahax, and 


| was to terminate in a point at a farther Diſtance than 


that at which he aim'd. 
The prophetick Speech was God's, tho' the Mouth 
dictating it was the Prophet's; who might therefore 


not know the Scope of what Heaven deliver'd by 


him as an Inſtrument, and might conſequently be 


| ſpeaking truly of the Meſiah, what he thought had 
reference to a Child to be quickly born. This we 


ſpeak not as doubtful whether Jaiab had the Meſſiah 


in View or no, but only to ſhow, that the Prophe- 


cy might nevertheleſs belong to the Meſſiah, tho 
he had not. 


For as to Iſaiah it is not at all unlike! „ but that 


he who ſaw our Immamusl's Glory, (John xii. 41.) 


was let into a diſtinct View alſo of his Birth, and 


_ 
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48 The Prophets having one Perſon in View, no Proof that tle 


Prophecy belong d not really to another. In Anſwer to the Difficul- 


vais d upon Iſ. viie 14. in Page 41, Es. 


wou'd 
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wou'd probably have been commiſſion'd to have 
{poke more largely to Abax concerning the great 
Redeemer of Jrael, had Ahaz been worthy of ſuch 


2 Revelation. 


But finding him a Wretch of prodigious Infideli- 
15, after he had given him an Hint of the Perſon 
the Emanuel was to be born of, might drop the Pro- 
phecy ſhort, and turn aſide to the Subject-Matter of 


his preſent vain Apprehenſions, from the two ſmo- 


king Firebrands combin'd for his Ruin; aſſuring 
him the Land ſhou'd be forſaken both of Rez 


and Pekah before his Son Shearjaſhub ſhou'd know 
how to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil. 


If by reaſon of the Unworthineſs of Abax to be 
let any farther into the Secret of Afrer-times, and 
what concern'd the Meſſiah, the Prophecy was in- 
duſtriouſly broken off, (at Verſe 15 of TJazah vii.) 
and diverted into the former Channel, when Shear- 


jaſhub was firſt introduc'd, (and who ſhall ſay it was 


not?) then al the Difficulties raiſed upon it in- 
ſtantly vaniſh, and the Prophecy will be found be- 


longing to him only, to whom the Evangeliſt ap- 
plies it, Matth. i. 23. ET. 


How weak then, upon the Reſult, are thoſe Ob- 


jections to the Prophecies as miſapply*d, which on- 
ly a ſingle Suppoſition admitted, and that a very fair 
and poſſible one, does ſo entirely invalidate, as to 


render of no Force at all. 
Farther ſtill have we Reaſon to reprehend the 


Objections as weak, becauſe they extend only to 
ſome Prophecies, and not a; and where is the 


Strength of that Argument that concludes from 
Particulars to Generals, inferring that no Man can 
ſee, becauſe ſome few Men have loſt their Sight; 
or that none of the numerous Prophecies of the Meſ- 


ah are clear, becauſe one or to of em are obſcure ? 


Divers 
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Divers other very juſt Exceptions have we to what 
is hinted, in Prejudice of the Application of the 
Old Teſtament Prophecies; but after all the learn- 
ed Pains ſhewn by others upon the Subject, it wou'd 


be needleſs to mention em, more eſpecially if it | 


can be made out under the 


Fecend General Head, That we have the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances, the Paſſages in Moſes, the Prophets, and 


| whole Body of the Scriptures, which are applied to 


him, do in truth belong to our Lord and. none 


other. 


The Hiſtory of the late learned Dr. Prideaux, has 
given us great Light into ſome of the Prophecies of 


| the Old Teſtament, and with more helps of the 
| like Nature, we might be brought to diſcern more 


clearly, how the Prophecies apply*d to our Saviour, 
pointed ſolely to him, and were applicable no where 
elſe : But the Providence of God has provided Evi- 
dence enough to convince us of their juſt Applica- 


tion, altho' ſuch Helps are wanting; and we the leſs 


need *em, becauſe he has ſent into the World ſuch 


Expoſitors to ſhow where they pointed, upon whoſe 


Sufficiency for ſuch a Task, and upon whoſe Integri- 


ty we might abſolutely depend : and theſe were ou 


Lord himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 3 
Whether the Teacher of Jſrael had aſſum'd the 
Character of the Meſſiah, or no; whether he had 
apply'd what was predicted of the Meſſiah to him- 
ſelf or no, that wou'd not have hindred him from 


being the Meſſiah notwithſtanding, and the Perſon | 
delineated for fuch by the Prophets, if in him, and 


him only, there center'd all the ſcatter'd Marks be- 


longing to the Fews Meſſiah. TO 
If he was of Abraham's Seed, of Fudab's Tribe, 


of David's Line, born at Bethlehem, and that of a 


Virgin, and about the Time the Meſſiah was to be 


born; 


— 
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born; if his Miracles were ſuch as the Meſſiah was 
expected to work ; if, in ſhort, to him were appli- 
cable all thoſe Paſſages, which the Fews did anci- 
ently, with one accord, acknowledge to have had 
reference to the Meſſiah; then muſt our Saviour 
have been he, whether he had made any Declarati- 
ons of himſelf as ſuch, or no. 

But his having declar'd himſelf the Perſon, does 
ſo eſfectually demonſtrate beyond all manner of doubt, 
that the Prophecies we give him are rightly his, arc 
Juſtly his Due, are a Peculiar of his own, exclulive 
of any one's Right beſides to challenge em, that 
we may be ſatisfy'd we have nor err'd in the Con- 
ſtruction put upon the prophetick Writings, becauſe 


that Conſtruction is corroborated by his Teſtimony 
and Approbation. 


Jeſus himſelf, when talking with the Woman of 
Samaria, plainly ſaid, be was "the 7 very Meſſiab; and 
when the High Prieſt ask d him, Whether he wa: 
the Chriſt, the Sn of the Bleſſed? (Mark xiv. 61.) 
or, which is in other Words, the Meffah, (Fobn i. 
41.) Jefus anſwer'd, I am; challenging that Cha- 
rater as belonging to kit nel f, however exalted the 
Character was, and mean as he in Appearance 
ſeem'd; and divers times did Ze and his Apoſtle; 
quote ſeveral Paſi iges out of Moſes, out of the Pro- 
phets, and all the Scriptures, to Sine this Truth; 
and if the preſent Scoffers at theſe Quotations arc 
right, and Telus and his Apoſtles wrong, then ſee 
what a numerous Train of monſtrous Abſurditics 


wou *d follow. 


Then wou'd it follow, Firſt, That theſe Ridicu- 
lers of the Quotations, notwithſtanding all the Diſ⸗ 
advantages they lye under, as knowing little of the 
Language, and vaſtly remov'd from the Time, where- 
in the Prophecies were writ, are yet better Inter- 


preters of *em than our Lord and his Apoſeles, and 
Ae 
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are able to detect their Citations, as a ridiculous 
Application of em, where they cou'd not poſſibly 
belong. 

2dly, We muſt fay, that Jeſus, at whoſe Birth 


the whole Angelick Hoſt rejoyc'd, proclaiming 


Peace upon Earth, and Good-will to Men : Whom the 
Baptiſt allow*d to be a Perſon incomparably greater 


than himſelf: Whom he heard pronounc'd from 


Heaven the Beloved Son of Gd, in whom he was 
well pleas'd ; even this Jeſus, whom Heaven gave 
this Atteſtation to, (if the Facts recorded in "the 
New Teſtament are not all of *em fabulous) he, I 
lay, has miſquoted the Prophecies, and m#ſapp!y'd 
'em, and was either ſo 7gnorant, as not to know to 
whom they ought to have been apply'd ; or if know- 
ing, ſo knaviſh as to challenge 'em for Witnelles to 


himſelf, when they contained no Evidence in his 


Favour. 

Had he been ſuch an one, 10 Peace could his 
Coming bring on Earth to Mankind, as the Angels 
{aid it would; no Inſtance was it of: the Good-wwill 
of Heaven to fend him, if he prov'd a Teacher either 


ignorant or corrupt, and would miſguide the Sons of 


Men, either through Want of Knowledge, or Want 
of Fidelity. 


Again; The Baptif knew not that the Virgins 


Son was the Son of God, and came in 2 Character 
Superior to himſelf; but only he had a Toben given 
by which he ſhould know the Perſon God owned 
as his Sou. For upon whomfoever he ſhould ſee the 
Spirit of God deſcending from Heaven ike a Dove, 
and abiding, the ſame was he to know to be the d 


of God, the Perſon baptizing with the Holy Ghoit ; 


and having ſeen all this when he haptls: d him 7. and 
heard God proclaiming him his beloved Son in whom 
be was well pleas'd, he bare ilk record, that be was 
the Son of God. | 

2 Known 
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Known unto God are all things, which are yet 
diſtant and future: But would God, had he foreſeen 
he would have perverted the true Meaning of the 
Word of the Prophecy, have given this ſolemn Re- 
commendation of him in the Sight and Hearing of 
the Baptiſt, who beſides that he was a Man of ſevere 
unexceptionable Piety, was a Man of that admirable 
Senſe, as to be a Preacher acceptable at the Court 
of Herod © 

Again; Peter, and Fames, and Fohn did all of 
'em, at his Transfiguration, hear a diſtin& Voice 
from Heaven, proclaiming thus concerning him : 
& This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed: 
© hear ye him. 1 „„ RE 5 

This St. Peter was ſo ſure of as no Deluſion, that 
to his dying Day he affirm'd this as an infallible 
Proof in Favour of the Maſter he adher'd to. 
2 Pet. i. 16. Ve have not follow'd cunningly deviſed 
fables, ſays he, when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but were eye- 
witneſſes of his majeſty : For he received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came ſuch a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my belo- 
ved Syn, in whom I am well pleaſed. And this voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we were with 
Him in the holy mount. TIE 

Is it poſhble to imagine, that God would bid 
theſe Men to hear Telus, (Matth. xvii. 5.) and re- 
ceive him as his Beloved, if he had not amply fur- 
niſh'd him with all the Qualifications of a Teacher 
fit to be heard; but had ſent him forth ſo i appoint- 
ed for ſuch an Office, as to blunder in the Interpre- 
tation of the Prophecy, in a manner groſs enough 
to be detected by the weakeſt Underſtanding ? 

Thoſe Men, who Heaven foreſaw would be the 
Heralds of his Doctrine, ſounding it to all the Parts 
of the habitable Earth they could reach unto ; woud 
ET Heaven, 
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Heaven, I ſay, have order'd em to have heard a 
Man as its Ambaſſador, it he brought Untruths with 
him to be diſpers'd? This is all of it ſo impoſlible, 
that nothing can be more. 

Again; Our Lord was a Perſon, that all the time 


of his Preaching made the loudeſt Outcries againſt 


Hypocriſy, Falſhood, and Diſguiſe, the Hing Eloſſes 
of the Doctors, and the perverting the true Meaning 
of the ſacred Text, in whomſoever he found it, free- 


ly pronounc'd againſt it all the Terrors of the Wrath 


to come, and ſtrenuouſly pleaded for Uprightneſs, 


and Sincerity, and Truth. 


Had Jeſus been himſelf a Liar, an Hypocrite, a 


Miſapplier of the Prophetick Writings, an Abuſer of 


the Text, he would ſurely have ſpared thoſe Faults 
in others, and not upbraided that Sin, which he re- 
commended by his own Example. 

In ſhort, conſidering that he who apply'd the 


| Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah to himſelf, and 


taught his Followers ſo to do, was a Perſon, in point 


of Virtue, of a Character moſt wexceptionable ; 


conſidering that he inſtantly gave Sight to the Blind, 
Hearing to the Deaf, Feet to the Lame, Life to the 
Dead : Conſidering that he himſelf, as an Earneſt 


of his being able to fathom the Depths of the Old 


Teſtament Prophecies, did propheſy ſeveral things 
relating to his Arraigument, Crucifixion, and Riſing 
again, which did all of 'em punctually come to pals : 

Conſidering that he was rais'd from the dead, in con- 
ſequence of his foretelling it; that he viſibly, in the 


Preſence of many, aſcended into Heaven after that 
Reſurrection; and that he, in purſuance of his 


Promiſe before, did, after his aſcending, ſend the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, Ang em with 
the Gifts of Languages : 

Conſidering all this, I ſay, if we are deceiv'd in 


putting a Conſtruction upon the Old Teſtament Pro- 


_ phecies, 
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phecies, ( tho? our Applications of 'em to Jeſus as 
the Meſſiah are ratified by his applying 'em to him- 
ſelf) Heaven it ſelf wou'd be conftrned as having led 
us into the Error, by authorizing a Perſon bringing 
indubitable Tokens of being its Ambaſſador to ſup- 
port our Expoſition by one of his own. 
But as ſure as we are, that the God of Truth,and not 
ſome Spirit of Deluſion, has the Superintendence of 
this Syſtem of rational Beings, as ſure as we are that 
God wou'd never ſend a Prevaricating, Lying, Igno- 
rant Prophet to diffuſe amongſt immortal Spirits dwel- 
ling in Fleſh, the pure Doctrines of Sincerity, Light, 
and Truth; as ſure as Heaven wou'd not give ſuch 
numberleſs Credentials to any Man, as muſt oblige us 
to own that Man for its Ambaſſador, unleſs it had 
really ſent him upon its own Errand ; as ſure as it 
wou'd not by audible Voices from the Manſions above, 
bid us hear any particular Perſon, if it had not fully 
qualify'd that Perſon to be a Teacher; as ſurely as it 
wou'd not in a moſt ſurpriſing Manner beſtow the 
Gift of Languages on the Apoſtles; if thoſe Apoſtles 
wou'd abuſe the Gift by diſſeminating Error, and 
putting a GIs upon the Prophecies, which was not 
a true one As ſure as we are of all this, ſo ſure are 
we, that the Prophecies in the Old Teftament, which 
are quoted in the New, as appertaining unto Fe/ts 
the Meſſiah, the Chriſt of God, are faithfully apply'd, 
and not made to look unto another different from the 
Perſon, to whom the Holy Spirit pointed *em,by whom 
the Prophecies were dictated. h 

I proceed now Thirdly to ſhow, That we can't be 
fairly ſuppos'd prejudic'd in favour of any particular 
Doctrine of the Goſpel for Intereſt's fake ; it being 
no Intereſt of ours to entertain Error for Truth, or 
ſtand up for Chriſtianity, if it was founded in In- 
poſtare. —— - 
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If in reality that be true, which has already been 
prov'd abundantly falſe, that Chriſtianity ſtands upon 
the Old Teſtament Prophecies as its beſt Foundation, 
and yet that Foundation appears to be no better than 
of Sand, abſolutely inſufficient to ſupport the Fabrick 
erected upon it, it can be no Man's Advantage, to 
adhere to it, nor the Advantage of us of the Clergy 
to cleave thereunto, if a falſe Religion. 

1/7, Becauſe, if Chriſtianity be found only built 
on Impoſture, then have we no Aſſurance of thoſe 
bright and endleſs Rewards, which are brought to 
Light by the Goſpel: And what ſhould we get then 
by Hill cleaving to it, but the ſubmitting to the ſe- 
vere Duties of Mortification and Self-Denial, the 
parting with an offending Right Hand, or Right Eye, 
of daily taking up our Croſs without any certain 
Views of a diſtant Recompence, to ſerve as an An- 
chor for the Soul both ſure and ſiedfaſ?, to ſupport us 
under all the voluntary Abridgment of our Deſires, | 
and the ſacrificing of our Eaſe. 

If it be ſaid, Tes: Bur the Duties of Natural Re- 
ligion lie within a narrow Compaſs, and are more ob- 
vious to every Man's Knowledge, and there wou'd 
be no Occaſion for a diſtinct Order of Men to incul- 
cate em: So, ag we, does the Practical Part of Re- 
veal'd Religion lie within as Jattle. 

The living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent World; the taking heed to keep a Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and towards Meu ; either 
of theſe contains in ſhort the whole Subſtance of a 
Chriſtian's Duty; and yet ſuch is the Bacwardneſs 
of Mankind to do this, that *tis thought neceſſary 
there ſhou'd be an Order of Men, whole Office it 
ſhou'd be continually to awaken the 'Drow ly and In- 
cogitant to take heed to do thus much, to chalk out 
the Methods of doing it, to ſhew *em what it is, that 
hinders their Progreſs in Holineſs, and admoniſh em. 

to 
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to remove whatever is an Obſtacle to retard their 
growing to a perfect Manhood in Feſus. 3 

And as much wou'd the World want ſuch an Order 
of Men to call upon the Negligent to practiſe the 
Duties of Natural, as of Reveal'd Religion: Tho 
the giving to every one their due; the doing as we wor'd 
be done by, and a few more Precepts wou'd compre- 
hend the whole Subſtance of Natural Religion ; and 
theſe are what every Man uſing his Reaſon knows to 
be his Duty, but /t7// there wou'd be conſtant Need of 
Monitors to call upon 'em, to practiſe what they know. 

Was it the only Part of the Prieſtly Office to iu- 
ſtruct, it wou'd be guickly executed; but another 
Branch of it is to rebuke and to exhort as well; and 
this will be neceſſary ſo long as Men continue to want 
Exhortation and Rebuke, which they will do, whilſt 
they dwell in theſe fle/bly Tabernacles, and want no 
leſs calling upon to follow the Rules of Reaſon en- 
graven on the Fleſhly Tables of the Heart, than thoſe 
Rules, which they find written in the Goſpe7. 
Shou'd Chriſtianity indeed be prov'd a Miſtake, and 
that we have taken it upon a falſe Information ; it 
then, we own, wou'd be u longer needful to preach 
Feſus and him crncify'd, but it wou'd not for that Rea- 
ton ceaſe to be needful to inſtruct Men, by demon- 
ſtrating to 'em, that the inviſible Things of God are 
clearly ſeen from the Creation, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead. * W 
Tho? we call'd not upon 'em to have an Eye unto 
Feſus, as the Author aud Finiſher of our Faith, yet 
wou'd it not for that Reaſon ceaſe to be requiſite, to 
let every Man know, that in God we live and move, 
and have our Being ; that the Living God never leaves 
himſelf without ſufficient Witneſſes of his Providence, 
in that be does good, giving us Rain from Heaven, 
aud fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food aud 
 Gladueſs. | 255 EE 
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And without an Order of Men continually to be 
doing this, the World wou'd ſoon degenerate into 
the greateſt Ignorance and Barbarity ; and the Lines 
of his Duty engraven on every Man's Heart, wou'd 
gradually wear out; the Conſequence whereof wou'd 
be, that the Generality of Mankind wou'd become 
vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſh Heart 
darken'd: Knowing God, they wor'd not glorify him as 
ſuch, nor become thankful to him, (Rom. i. 2.) bat 
turuing the Glory of the mncorruptible God, into an 
Image made like unto corruptible Man, they wound 
change the Truth of God into a Lye, worſhipping the 
Creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for 
ever. Amen. „„ „ 

Neither wou'd there be leſs Deformity in their 
Manners than Vanity in their Worſhip, for ſoon wou'd 
they be given up to all Uncleanneſs, to diſhonour their 
Bodies between themſelves, working that, which is un- 
ſeemly, till in proceſs of Time they came to ſo repro- 
hate a Mind, as to do every Thing which is incon- 
_ wenzent. 8 . 

To prevent the Good from being choak'd with theſe 
ares, and keep Communities from being overſpread 
with ſuch Weeds, as are an Annoyance to 'em, tis 
fit that wiſe Labourers ſhou'd be employ*d to dreſs 
and keep the Garden. 

Human Laws and Magiſtrates are not altogether 
ſufficient for this : 'Thoſe indeed eaſe us ſometimes 
of a pernicious Branch, which, by its Wickedneſs, 
is become an Incumbrancè to the Soil, by lopping it 
off; but they don't remove the Cauſe of the Evil, 
nor deſtroy the Egg from whence this Cockatrice 
was form'd. | 5 

In order to do this, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
purify the Fountain from whence the bitter Waters 
are deriv*d, to root out the falſe Principles, to heal 
the Judgment of Man, CA Depravation pro- 
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ceed evil Actions of every Kind, ſuch as For nication, 
Murt her, Adultery. _ 

The way to do this, wou'd be to furniſh the Mind 
with the nobleſt Sentiments of Piety, of Fuftice and 
Temperauce; of the Sacredneſs of an Oath; of the 
Dignity of Human Nature, of the intrinſick Beaut 
and Comelineſs of moral Vertue; of the natural Re- 
Hi it carries with it, and the Deformzzy, the Shame, 
the Puniſhment which every Vice is attended with. 

And all this is not to be effected without con- 
ftant Monitors, and frequent Admonitions, and obli ging 
Men at fixed and certain Times to liſten to the Voice 
of theſe wiſe Charmers: By which means only it can 

be effected, that the Characters of Good and Evil 
the Mind is fraught with, will continue bright and 

legible, and able to contain Men within the Bounds 
of Duty out of Choice. EE 

Was there not ſome Proviſion made of this Kind, 
to kill the Seeds of Vice, one Priſon and Place of 
Execution wou'd not ſerve for a County, every 
larger Pariſh wou'd almoſt need 'em, and yet not 
cure the Evil, becauſe not reaching the Cauſe. 

So long therefore as the Minds of Men wou'd 
want to be ſeaſon'd with the Principles of Vertuc, 
and moral Goodneſs ; it wou'd be always neceſſary to 
have Univerſities, Schools of good Literature and in- 
genucus Education, where thoſe liberal Arts are taught, 

the imbibing whereof poliſhes our Manners, and files 
off the brutiſh Roughneſs cleaving to em. 

It wou'd be always neceſſary to have a Set of Men 
educated here, who might there learn by Reaſons to 
prove and defend thoſe Attributes and Perfections, 
which we know by the Light of Nature to be nece/- 
ſarily belonging to the ſupreme Being, when Scepti- 
cal Men ſhall call thoſe Attributes and Perfections in 

Queſtion, might learn alſo by all the Topicks of Per- 
ſuaſion, to recommend Vertue to the Practice ot 
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Mankind, and paint out Vice to em in its juſt De- 
formity, ftripping it of all thoſe Diſguiſes it ſhrouds 
itſelf under, when it wou'd recommend itſelf to our 
Acceptance. 

Thus much may be enough to ſtop the Mouths 
of thoſe that are apt at every Turn to caft it as a 
Reproach upon our Character, that tho' they ad- 
vance never ſuch convincing Proofs to invalidate the 
Chriſtian Religion, we are reſolv'd not to be con- 
vinc'd, becauſe our Intereſt is concern'd, and that we 
will raiſe a Duſt to blind the Eyes of Mens Under- 
ſtanding with ſophiſtical Reaſonings, when we know 
we have the wrong Side of the Argument. 

The ſhewing an Order of Men wou'd be everlaths 
ingly needful to defend, to ſindy, to inculcate, to en- 


force the very Duties of Natural Religion, even if we 


had no Revelation, #9 Scriptures, which are the E- 
piſtle of the great God, proves efiectually that we cry 
not out for the Divinity of Jeſus, for the Authority 
of holy Writ, becauſe of the Gazz ariſing to the Craftſa 
men thereby, ſince the Prieſtly Order wou'd not be 
aboliſh'd, and grow uſeleſs, if the Author of our Re- 
ligion ſhou'd be found, as having brought either falſe 


Credentials, or none at all of his being the Meſſenger 


of Heaven. 

Our Faith therefore in him as the Rock of aur Sal- 
vation is not built upon the fandy Bottom of tempo- 
ral Intereſt, but upon the controlling Force of the 
Evidence there is of his being verily the Sent of God; 
which Evidence is ſo rational and convincing, that 
we cannot poſſibly withſtand while we continue rea- 
ſonable Beings. 

I proceed now to the Las Thing to be ſpoken to, 
which is to ſhew, How we ought to comport our- 
ſelves towards the Men, who at any Time publiſſ 
their Diſtruſt of the Foundation of our moſt hol! 
Faith. 
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St. Peter bids us, (I Pet. iii. 15.) to be ready al- 
ways to give an Anſwer to every Man, that asketh us 
a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, with Meekneſs 
and Fear or Reverence. © | OE 
When Objections are handed about againſt the 
Hope that is in us, we are not to wonder, it being na- 
tural for Men, whom we ſeek to convert to that 
Hope, to examine well, and freely declare their Scru- 
ples before they embrace it. And *tis no leſs a Thing 
to be expected, that ſeveral, who have been educated- 
in it, will, when come to be capable of judging, 
ſearch the Bottom of theſe Tenets, in the Belief of 
which they have been nouriſhed up. | 
When theſe ſhall publiſh their Scraples, and the 
Difficulties occurring to *em, it becomes us to con- 
fider *em, and be provided with an Anſwer, deli- 
vering it with Meekneſs when provided. 
And very reaſonable it is we ſhould: For either 
the Objections are weighty, carrying a fair Appear- 
ance of Reaſon, or they are not. If they are weigh- 
zy, then they have a Right to a mild and diſpaſſio- 
nate Anſwer; becauſe it is poſſible for a reaſonable 
Being to be led away into an Adherence to 'em, by 
that Appearance of Reaſon they carry with *em. 
But if the Objections are not weighty, but weak 
and trifling, then they are the eaſier anſwer'd; we 
need to be put into 0 Ferment and Diſorder about 
*em, the Perſon making em ſufficiently expoſing 
his Heakneſs thereby, and in no likelihood of gain- 
ing any Proſelytes to an Opinion, whoſe Falſhood is 
quickly obvious upon the ſlighteſt Examination. 
In raſily calling for Fire from Heaven to conſume 
any Man doubting of the eftabliſh'd Faith, we 
ſhould ſhew our ſelves forgetful what manner of Spi- 
rit we are f; and ſuppreſſing of heterodox Tenets, 
when advanc'd by bare Dint of Authority, would 
give ſome Credit to em, whether they deſery'd it 
0 or 
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or no; making em concluded unanſwerable by Ar- 
gumentation, and that therefore Power was requiſite 
to ſuppreſs, what fair Reaſoning could not. 

It would alſo reflect upon the whole Body of the 
Clergy, a Character they no ways deſerve, ſuppoſing 
em to hold ſuch Opinions, as they implicitly enough 
ſwallow'd, but had not Learning enough to defend. 

It has pleas'd God, that the Diſciples of his Belo- 
ved Son ſhould in every Age, ſince the glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel were firſt publiſh'd, be zhus exercis'd: 
That Diſputers aud Gainſayers ſhould ariſe ; andſ yet 
his Providence has not been wanting in providing 


left his Church deſtitute of able Advocates now. 
Still is it furniſh'd with Men of Learning to detect 
the Sophiſtry of the falſe Reaſoners, and ſatisfy the 
juſt Scruples of the ſober Enquirers after Truth. 
A Demonſtration of this are the ſeveral Treati- 
ſes aſſerting the Juſtice of our Lord's Claim to ma- 
ny things advanc'd by Moſes and the Prophets con- 
cerning him, which have been lately publiſh'd by Men 
of Renown for Learning, and famous in the preſent 
Generation. 9 
But had Not God rais'd up theſe able Advocates 
for the Truth, yet notwithſtanding, to depart from 


long received Opinions, that have born the Exami- 


nation of many Ages, for the Sake of an Argu- 
ment newly ſtarted, which we are not able at fir/? to 
anſwer, wou'd be a being carry'd to and fro with eve- 


ry Wind of Doctrine, and ſuch a Vavering and Inſta- 
bility as is highly blameable. ws 


We may allowably /#/pend our Belief of a Propo- 
ſition, againſt whoſe Credibility a Reaſon ſeeming 
to be a good one is given, but not immediately ſar- 
render or reject it as falſe ; but reſt awhile to ſee 
what may be offered in Anſwer to it, which ma 
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This I ſpeak to vindicate us from the Reproach 
uſually caſt upon us by the Starters of new Opinions, 
who are apt to fay, © It the Doctrine I advance 
ebe a true one, have Honeſty enough to own it, 


© as I do: If a falſe one, confute it. Whereas it 


is a ſufficient Protection againſt the Odium of this 


Dilemma to ſay, It is by no means right to give in | 


to a Propoſition as true, whoſe Falſbood I do not pre- 
ſently ſee. It is fit that Time ſhou'd be allow'd to 
try the Spirit, whether it be of God; to ſearch the 
Scriptures, whether theſe things are ſo, and not caſt 
that Affront upon the Learning, and that Reflection 
upon the Care and Honeſty of all the great Men 
who have liv'd before us, as ſuddenly to give up 
any Article of our Creed for falſe, which they em- 
brac'd as true, for the Sake of a new ſtarted Objecti- 
on, which at firſt ſurpriſes us. eli 
When the Raiſers of any new Doctrines treat the 


commonly receiv'd ones after a Iudicrous Sort; when 


they advance Tenets tending neceſſarily to eradicate 
the Belief and Fear of the Supreme Being, a Go- 
vernment is then with Severity to animadvert upon 
ſuch ſaucy and pernicious Scoffers. | 

But when Men of Learning and Probity, in a 


commendable Search after Truth, propoſe ſomewhat 


new, to ſuch it is that we ought with Meekne/ſs to 


give & Reaſon of our Hope, and with Candor offer 


'em thoſe Arguments inducing us to adhere to the 
old Opinion, and reject the new ; demonſtrating, 


that the preſent received Article, if capable of fuck KM 
Demonſtration, has an undoubted Right to conti- 


nue its Place in the Creed, and that the Church 


being made an Article ot its Belief without the 
juſteſt Pretenſions to it. 1 3 
Furniſh'd with all this Fairneſs and Candor, we are 


ever in the beſt Diſpoſition to diſcern what is true; 
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did not at firſt raſhbly honour it with the Dignity of 5 
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and if we can convince the Gainſayer, that we for 


no other Reaſon cleave unto the Chriſtian Faith, 
but for the Sake of thoſe unexceptionable Marks of 
Truth we find belonging to it; if it plainly appears, 
that we ſhou'd be no leſs wanted by the World to 
aſſert the Truths, and inculcate the Dictates of Na- 
tural Religion than of ReveaPd, we muſt extort 
this Confeſſion from 2 Men, that it is not Intereſt 
but Truth which determines our Aſſent, and that 
we believe not, but becauſe we are able to give a 
Reaſon why we do. nt EIN 

And ſhou'd we be empower'd by the Force of 


our Exbortations and Examples to recommend the 
Goſpel Duties to every Man's Practice, no leſs than 


we recommend the Goſpel Doctrines to their Belief 
by the Force of our Reaſons ; then wou'd Chriſt's 
Spoule the Church, the great Field in which we la- 


bour, be ſoon ripe for the Harveſt; and the Time 


of Recompence to us the Labourers wou'd ſpeedily 
advance, to whoſe aſſiduous watering its Light and 
Purity might be ſaid to be in ſome degree owing, 
tho' to Cod only there primarily belongs the Glory 
of the Increaſe. b 
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